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creatures which, do not exist/unless we con-
found generation by a creative gift already
bestowed with a new creation.   In this sense
of the phrase, generation by law is conceivable,
but not creation.     If the law refers to the
newly-created being, this would imply that
some property or properties of a being, when
created, can be the cause of its creation, or
can exist before the creature whose property
they are.   This is the same as to suppose that
to-morrow can exist before to-day and be its
cause.    Or, thirdly, if the law be referred to
the Creator Himself, the phrase will imply that
some momentary state of the changing uni-
verse has a higher power than the Supreme
Creator, and compels Him to put in exercise
the mysterious power of creating new forms of
life, by some fatal, unintelligible  necessity.
Such a view is no less unreasonable than pro-
fane*

Every act of creation must imply some law
or limit of active power, assigned to the
creature in the hour of its birth, by which its
being is mainly defined, and on which all the
acts by which its existence is recognized must
depend. But this law is synchronous in time,
while secondary in order of thought, with* thfe
being to which it belongs, As properties